  SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 3rd December 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

27th November 2007






        S M Foster









Town Clerk
AGENDA
1.  Apologies 

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members

(a)
Prejudicial Interests

(b)
Personal Interests 

3.  Town Plans

Gemma Ashby and Zoe McClain from Beds Rural Communities Charity will be in attendance to give a presentation on the production of a Town Plan. 

4. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
5.  Oral questions from electors

(Please would Members raise any questions initially with the office)
6.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item)    (See list attached)

7.  Mayoral Communications    (See list attached)
8.  Minutes and Reports 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+ *(a)  Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 22nd October 2007.

+ (b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 5th November 2007.

+  (c) Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 12th November 2007.
 + (d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th November 2007.  
* (e) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 26th November  2007.
These minutes are not yet available.

+ = Previously circulated

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

9.  Reports from Representatives
(a) To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
(b) To receive a report from the Mayor on the NALC Annual Conference

10.  Clerk’s Report
To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)

11. Sandy Market

To receive and consider the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)

12.  Oral questions from Electors

On matters raised during this meeting.

*13. Tourist Information Centre Extension

To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)

14.  Press Release








*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (8 and 9) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	16.11.07

105/07


	07/01851/FULL

J & JACS Ltd

Mr G Vacchio

5 Fieldfare

SANDY

SG19 2UZ
	Full application for the erection of a first floor extension to garage and garage conversion at 5 Fieldfare, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3 and 7 Fieldfare, Sandy notified
	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	

	16.11.07

106/07


	07/01872/FULL

Post Office Ltd

c/o EC Harris LLP

The Pavilion

Sunrise Parkway

Linford Wood

Milton Keynes

MK14 6LS
	Full application for the installation of an ATM on front elevation of Sandy Post Office, 13-14 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 12a Market Square, Sandy notified

	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	

	16.11.07

107/07


	07/01874/LB

Mr J Lloyd

61 High Street

Sandy

Beds
	Listed Building Consent application for the replacement of doors and windows at 61 High Street, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 14 Rectory Court, Sandy notified.

	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	

	16.11.07

108/07
	07/01832/FULL

Arqiva

Crawley Court

Winchester

Hants

SO21 2QA
	Full application for the removal of some existing antennas and replacement with Digital Antennas, erection of CU building two transmitters, 14 heat exchangers, 4 satellite dishes, generator with fuel tank and two electrical sub stations, extension of fence line and hardstanding at Sandy Heath Transmitter, Deepdale, Potton, Sandy, Beds.


	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	16.11.07

109/07
	01789/FULL

Greene King plc

Westgate Brewery

Bury St Edmunds

Suffolk

IP33 1QT


	Full application for the conversion and extension of public house to form 1no. dwelling with detached double garage and erection of 3 no. terraced, 3 bed cottages with parking and landscaping at The Rose and Crown, 14 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10 & 12 London Road and 5 Church Path, Sandy notified


	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	

	22.11.07

110/07
	07/01852/FULL

Mr M McInerney

14 Parkway

Parkway

Welwyn Garden City

Herts
	Full application for the erection of an extension to the north elevation of the building to provide ground floor porch and staff wc within basement at 8 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 6 & 10 Bedford Road, Flats 1-4, 9 St Neots Road, Sandy notified


	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	

	22.11.07

111/07


	07/01768/FULL

Alan Brown Builders

c/o DLP Planning Ltd

4 Abbey Court

Fraser Road

Priory Business Park

Bedford

MK44 3WH
	Full application for the erection of a single dwelling with double garage on land to the rear of 192 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 194 St Neots Road, 10, 14 16 Cottage Road, Sandy notified


	
	Town Council

03.12.07


	

	22.11.07

112/07


	07/01736/FULL

Mr Cave

4 Pleasant Place

SANDY

SG19 1HX
	Full application for a loft conversion with pitched roof dormer windows to rear elevation at 4 Pleasant Place, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2 and 10 Pleasant Place, Sandy notified
	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	22.11.07

113/07
	01714/FULL

Mr Bowry

38 St Neots Road

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1LG


	Full application for the erection of a detached garage to the rear of 38 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds. 
Near neighbours 36 and 40 St Neots Road, Sandy notified


	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	

	22.11.07

114/07
	07/01855/FULL

A B Property Developers Ltd

Ivel View

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1ND


	Full application for the erection of 5 no, 1 bed flats on land to the rear of 35 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 33, 37, 39, 41, 43,  45 St Neots Road, 1-7 Banks Drive, Sandy notified


	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	

	26.11.07

115/07


	07/01755/FULL

Mr N Hayes

33a Green End Road

Great Barford

MK44 3HA
	Full application for the replacement of shop front to side and front elevations at Sandy Post Office, 13-14 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 15 Market Square, Sandy notified


	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	

	26.11.107

116/07


	07/01924/FULL

MDS Land Developments Ltd

The Old Chequers

Lower Stondon Road

Marston Moretaine

MK43 0LP
	Full application for the erection of 1 detached and 2 semi-detached dwellings with associated parking on land to the rear of 38 Northcroft, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 34, 36, 40 Northcroft, 4 & 6 Rutland Gardens, Sandy notified

	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	

	26.11.07

117/07
	07/01906/FULL

Mini Explorers

c/o Miss E Soden

20 Northcroft

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1JJ


	Full application for the change of use of office/workshop to after school club with associated alterations at 5a Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 4a and 7 Market Square, Sandy notified


	
	Town Council

03.12.07
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 03.12.07

7.  Mayoral Communications
26.10.07       Attended a meeting of Town and Parish Councils with 


our MP, Alistair Burt, at Northill Village Hall to discuss     local topics including policing.  Chief Constable Gillian Parker was also in attendance.

27.10.07       Due to attend Mayor of Godmanchester’s Charity Quiz

Night but unfortunately was cancelled. 

28.10.07
Supported by the Mayoress attended the Chairman of Potton Town Council’s Civic Service in St Mary the Virgin


Church.

29.10.07
With the Mayoress hosted a visit of the Sandy Kestrel

Beavers Pack to the Town Council Offices and Roman


Sandy Exhibition.

1.11.07
Attended a meeting of Mid Beds Town & Parish Councils,


together with the Town Clerk, with the Chief Constable


at the Rufus Centre, Flitwick.

2.11.07
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Welcome Reception, at Sandye Place School, for the Malaunay


Group. 

2.11.07
Attended with the Mayoress, the Chairman of Bedfordshire County Council’s Reception at County Hall, Bedford.

3.11.07 Hosted, with the Mayoress, a Reception for Civic Guests 

and Twinning Committee Officials from Malaunay at the 

Town Council Offices.  Several other Councillors and partners were present.

3.11.07 With the Mayoress, attended a 25th Twinning Anniversary Dinner and Dance at the Masonic Hall in Biggleswade.  An exchange of gifts took place as well as the cutting of a celebratory cake.


5.11.07 Attended with the Mayoress, the farewell of the 

Maulaunay Twinning Group.


5.11.07 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Sandy Kestrel

Beaver Group meeting at the Scout HQ to present prizes

following their visit to the Council Offices.

7.11.07 With the Mayoress, hosted a Charity Evening at the China Express attended by 100 guests including a number of Councillors and partners.

9.11.07 Cllr & Mrs Gale represented Council at the funeral of the 

Mayor of Peterborough’s Consort in Peterborough Cathedral.

9.11.07 Supported by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of St Ives Charity Ball at the St Ivo Centre.  Cllr and Mrs Gale also attended.

11.11.07 Supported by the Mayoress and other Councillors and 

partners took part in Sandy’s Remembrance Sunday Parade and Church Service.

11.11.07 Attended with the Mayoress, a Royal British Legion Branch Social Evening – together with their visitors from


Malaunay at the Conservative Club.

12.11.07 Held a ‘brain storming’ session at the Council Offices with the Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Deputy Mayor, previous Mayor and Chairman of the two main committees.  This exercise continues with all Councillors on December 17th.

15.11.07 Supported by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of


Huntingdon’s Charity Performance of ‘Jane Eyre’ in the


Commemoration Hall.

17.11.07 With the Mayoress, attended the launch of the 

Biggleswade Chronicle’s 25th “Families in Need” Appeal at Satchells, Market Square.

18.11.07 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Chairman of 

South Bedfordshire District Council’s Civic Service in the


Dunstable Community Church.

23.11.07 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Flitwick’s 

Charity Dance.

24.11.07 With the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Dunstable’s

Charity Race Night.

27.11.07 Accompanied by Cllr Pettitt and the Clerk attended the 

launch of the new CCTV System in Stevenage.  On return opened the tenders for the proposed extension for the TIC.

30.11.07 Attended Sandy Cricket Club’s annual award presentation evening at The Bell, Station Road and presented those awards.

2.12.07 With the Mayoress hosted a reception at the Queen’s Head in conjunction with the switching on of the Christmas lights ceremony.

DEPUTY MAYOR


9.11.07       Attended Sandy Upper School’s Annual Presentation 

                  Evening. 

11.11.07 Acted as ‘Escort’ for the Mayor at the Remembrance

Sunday Parade.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 03.12.07
RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

8.  Minutes and Reports 

(b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 5th November 2007.
9.   Youth Council    (F55/07)

Resolved to Recommend: That £500 be allocated towards costs in 2007/08 financial year – to be taken from savings made on election costs.
(c) Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 12th November 2007.

5. To review the position of the contingency account to 30.9.07
(A13/07)

Resolved to Recommend:  That the savings on the 2007 election costs of £4,274 be transferred to the contingency account, increasing it to £6,274 for the financial year 2007/08.

6. Section 137 payments



(A14/07)

Resolved to Recommend: That the following payments be approved for payment under the Town Council’s powers granted by Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.

Donation to Royal British Legion for Poppy wreath

 £50.00

Donation to Sandy Upper School - Audrey Boothby award
 £25.00

Grant to Mid Beds Link-a-ride




        £250.00

7.  Special Expenditure 2007/2008   (A15/07)

Resolved to Recommend: That, if approved, the purchase of the new 213 mowing machine at a cost of £21,000 should be funded from the Capital Account.

(d) Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th November 2007
Minutes of the Riddy Working Group meeting held on Wednesday 3rd October 2007.

Resolved to recommend: (i) That a figure of £6,328.47 be included in the 2008/9 Town Council estimates to cover the cost of managing the Riddy Local Nature Reserve. 

(ii) That £750 is included in the 2008/9 Town Council estimates as a contingency sum for the Riddy Local Nature Reserve.

Minutes of the Pinnacle Working Group meetings held on Wednesday 3rd & 17th October 2007. 

Resolved to recommend: (i) That the management plan be adopted by Sandy Town Council, for the period 1st April 2008 to 31st March 2011.
That the figure of £3,000 be included in the 2008/9 Town Council estimates to cover the cost of managing the Pinnacle.

That the possibility of using some of the Section 106 Open Space funding towards the replacement of the seat be considered. 
Minutes of the Playing Fields Maintenance Working Group meeting held on Monday 5th November 2007.
Resolved to recommend: (i) That the Council purchases a new John Deere 900 mower from AJ & R. Scambler & Sons Ltd, at a cost of £21,090 with a two year warranty. The funding to be vired from the capital account.

(ii) That any funds received from the sale of the Ransomes 213 will be placed in the capital account.

(e) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 26th November 2007.

4.  Christmas Opening (S18/07)

Resolved to Recommend: (a) That the Town Council Offices and DSO depot close at noon on Monday 24th December 2007 and re-open at 9.30 am Monday 31st December 2007. The days off will be taken from staff members’ existing holiday entitlement.


(b) That a contact number be provided on the answer machine in case of emergencies.
10. Policy Documents  (S24/07)  
See also item 10 (3) Minutes of Policies Working Group

(a) Disciplinary Policy

(b) Sickness/Absence Policy

(c) Bullying Policy

(d) Information Technology Policy

(e) Internet Usage Policy

Resolved to Recommend: (a) That the Information Technology and Internet Usage Policies also apply to Members of Council when using Town Council machinery.

(b) That the policies listed above be approved and adopted by Council.

11. Clerk’s Qualification (S25/07)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

PART “B” – RECOMMENDATIONS
MINUTE NO S25/07
Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 03.12.07
10.  Town Clerk’s Report

1.  Accounts 01.04.07 to 31.10.07 
To receive and approve Lists of Receipts and Payments for October 2007. 

(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
2. Police Liaison Meeting 
To receive the notes of the meeting held on Thursday 1st November 2007.
Subsequently an e-mail was received from Bedfordshire Police requesting expressions of interest should Towns and Parishes want to spend some of the Confident Communities Funding available to them on PCSOs.  In addition to this funding the Town Council has at present £12,000 allocated in its draft budget for 2008/2009 to pay for PCSOs.  There is no suggestion in this e-mail that requests could be made for extra policing as suggested by Inspector Maries and this option would have to be investigated more fully.
(Members are requested to consider whether they wish to allocate funding towards PCSOs or additional policing)
3. Minutes of Policies Working Group

To receive and consider the minutes of the Policies Working Group held on Thursday 8th November 2007 at 7.15 pm.


4. CCTV Launch
On Tuesday 27th November the Mayor together with Cllrs Pettitt, Gale and the Clerk attended the launch of the new Mid Beds CCTV partnership at Stevenage Borough Council’s offices.

Access was given to the control room and the clarity of the pictures obtained from all the cameras in Sandy was exceptional.  The new Skatepark camera is operational and the camera adjoining the new pavilion should become operational shortly.

There was some discussion as to the way in which the Town Council will be able to request footage and this is being investigated by Mr Rollings the Mid Beds Community Safety Officer.


The CCTV Partnership will meet on a quarterly basis as before and will next meet in January.  Sandy Town Council will be represented by the Clerk and one Member.

(Members are requested to appoint a representative to attend CCTV Partnership meetings)

5.  Adoption of Open Spaces 
As requested the Clerk has investigated solicitor’s costs for the transfer of the open space land it has agreed to adopt at The Limes, Banks Drive and the Berwick Way estate. For each of the areas there will be a charge of between £540 and £720 (3 to 4 hours work) plus search costs of around £250.  These costs can be paid from the commuted sums which will be paid by the developers on transfer.
(Members are requested to approve these payments)
6. Request for Grant funding from Citizens Advice Bureau
A request for grant funding has been received from the Citizens Advice Bureau.  They have filled in an application form (Copy attached) and included their annual accounts as requested which are available for Members to review if they wish.

They are requesting amounts of between £300 - £500 from Town Councils.  There is an amount of £2,262.92 in the Forum Accounts which is available for Council to disburse as it sees fit.

(Members are asked to consider the request for funding)

7. Advertising signs on the Town Centre Roundabout

Marketing Force, who placed the advertising signs on the Town Centre Roundabout have advised that the Planning Inspectorate has upheld the decision by Mid Beds District Council to refuse planning consent.  As a result the signs are to be removed and the annual revenue of £1,500 which would have been due in the future to the Council will not now be paid.
The £750 owed for the first six months of the contract has been received.

(Information only)

8. Minutes of Meeting of Youth Council Working Group
The Youth Council Working Group met on Monday 26th November at 
6.00 pm.  The minutes of that meeting are attached.

(Council is requested to note these minutes)


9. Freedom of Information Commission
The Town Council has received a letter form Mr Brian Payne, Senior Complaints Officer regarding a complaint made to it by Mr Digby-Cameron in November 2006. Mr Payne is investigating the complaint and has asked for further information by 14th December 2007.

(Council is requested to note the correspondence)

 SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
COUNCIL MEETING – 03.12.07

11. Sandy Market
The present contract for running the Friday Market in Sandy will expire on 31st March 2008.  The Market Management Group has been meeting to consider the options for the future of the market.

Wendy Fair Markets manage the market currently but although tasked with reviving the market and attracting new stalls this has not happened.  In addition the company has recently been convicted of criminal offences in connection with another market it managed.  Another issue is the problems faced with car parking on Fridays, to the extent that local businesses complain that the market deters visitors to the town rather than attracts them.

An advertisement was placed in the Market Trader magazine inviting expressions of interest and several were received, however when asked for more information on the ways in which these companies would regenerate the market there were no responses.

The Town Council at present receives £109.94 per week in rent from the market. The fees to stallholders are relatively high – one reason given for the lack of popularity of Sandy to stallholders.  The number of shoppers visiting the market has dwindled over recent years.
The present market is barely viable and has high fees for stalls.  In view of the recent criminal convictions of the Directors of Wendy Fair Markets the Group had previously decided that it could not recommend that they be asked to continue to operate the market. The Management Group considered very carefully and investigated possibilities for changes of location or day but reluctantly have made the following recommendations:

Resolved to Recommend:  (a)  That the Town Council ceases to operate a weekly Friday market from 31st March 2008.


(b)  That the possibility of the butcher van being re-located to the alleyway next to the off-licence be investigated.


(c)  That in due course the Town Council should consider other options, such as the holding of antiques or continental markets at weekends or Bank Holidays.
(d)  That the possibility of establishing a Farmer’s Market utilising the alley and pavements in the Market Square be investigated.
4

